Isonicotinic acid hydrazide: early effects on peripheral nerve conduction velocity.
This report describes the effects of short treatments with isonicotinic acid hydrazide (isoniazid), 300 mg/kg/day, on conduction velocity in the rat tail dorsal nerve trunk. After 6 days of continuous treatment, conduction velocity falls significantly for measurements made at 35 degrees C. After 10 days it falls significantly at both 25 degrees C and 35 degrees C. This appears to be the first electrophysiological corroboration of the early neuropathological changes recently observed in isoniazid treated rats and seems to provide evidence that the temperature at which the experiments are made is important in determining conduction velocity changes.